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Newsletter # 01                 September 2, 2018  
 
DATES TO REMEMBER    
Tuesday, September 4th  First Day of School -10:21am Dismissal 
Wednesday, September 5th  Kindergarten Interviews  
Thursday, September 6th  Kindergarten Interviews 
Monday, September 10th  Expected Student Placement in New Classroom for the Year 
Friday, September 14th  Terry Fox Assembly & Run 
Thursday, September 20th  Meet the Teacher Night – 6:00-7:00pm 
Friday, September 21st  
Monday, September 24th  

School Improvement Half Day – students dismissed at 11:25am 
Student Picture Day -Student Portraits 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK:  No one is perfect that’s why pencils have erasers.  – Unknown  
 
WELCOME BACK TO THE 2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR 
Welcome everyone to another wonderful year of learning. This week marks the return to school and routines. 
Children in the English program will return to last years’ classroom, which will be their homeroom for the week. 
Children in the Late French Immersion program will go straight to their new classroom for the year. New 
students will meet in the library on the first day, and be taken to their new homeroom. School supplies ordered 
through the PAC have been delivered, and will be distributed to classrooms on after September 10th, once 
children have been placed in their classroom for the year.  
 
It has been wonderful to walk through the hallways and visit classrooms to see staff working hard to get ready 
for students! There is a genuine excitement about the new school year with staff planning innovative and 
exciting ideas for the kids. Our school has, at present, an enrollment of 310 students and 14 divisions including 
grade 6 & 7 French Immersion.  
 
The School District has done an amazing job getting the school grounds ready and their work still continues. 
Painting crews have been working hard throughout the summer, and will have given the exterior a complete 
repaint by the end of September. Our head custodian Mr. Conopio and his crew have been working on the 
school interior all summer and have truly made the school shine! Mrs. Litjens has spent hours in the office 
helping to get our school up and running. We thank them for all they have done to help get this year off to a 
great start for your children.  
 
To our returning families we welcome you back. We hope you had a wonderful summer and were able to enjoy 
time with family and friends. To our new families we are very pleased to have you move in to our community. 
You have joined an amazing community with wonderful kids and their parents. We hope you will quickly feel a 
part of our school. 
 
COMMUNICATION HOME TO YOU 
In an effort to cut down on paper use, we will be using the School website and emails to communicate 
important information to you whenever possible. There will be a bi-weekly newsletter that will be emailed out 
and posted on the website. There will be a limited number of paper copies of the newsletter available in the 
office. There will be times when some information will need to be sent home with your children. We will give 
you a heads up about that via email so you know to go “looking” for the information. We hope this format will 
help everyone. Classrooms also send home notices and information related to special activities.   
 
We welcome your calls, emails, suggestions, and comments. Another valuable way we have to communicate 
with you is through our school sign. The PAC keeps you up to date with the special events happening in the 
school. When you are driving or walking by, check out the sign. 
 
 
AGENDA ORDERS 
Students in Grade 1-7 are asked to purchase an agenda for the 2018-2019 school year. We will be sending 
home instructions on how to pay online; a great new option for you.  
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STAFF NEWS 
Over the past few months we have had a few staff changes and there are more to come!! I was so happy to 
find out that I would be your new principal. I spent the first three years of my teaching career at Noel Booth and 
I love this school community. 
 
Over the summer we were informed that Ms. Arnott would not, at this time, be returning to work. We are 
working to find an excellent replacement for her this school year or until Ms. Arnott returns.  
 
We were also informed that Ms. Michel won’t be returning after her maternity leave ends next April. We are 
excited to have Ms. Thomson joing us for the entire year to fill this position.  
 
Ms. Costello and her husband welcomed a beautiful baby boy to their family when Reese Owen Costello was 
born in July. Ms. Costello will be home spending time with her new little one this school year, and we are 
working to find an excellent replacement for her class.  
 
In June, the community was sad to hear that the beloved Ms. Heidi would be moving to a new school. The 
school district is working to find an appropriate replacement for her Youth Care work.  
 
The school community received a very exciting piece of staffing news over the summer. Mme. Barkley will be 
returning to teach the grade 7 French Immersion class for two days a week as Mme. Usher’s job-share. This is 
wonderful news as Mme. Barkley has been a huge part of the Noel Booth community for the last decade, and 
her caring work with grade 7 students makes a great difference for our school. 
   
CLASS PLACEMENT 
On Thursday afternoon, we received the information from the school district that all regular program 
elementary classes are expected to be placed on Monday, September 10th for the school year. If all goes to 
plan, the students will say goodbye to their former teachers on Friday afternoon and be sent home with a note 
indicating their placement for the year.  
 
Class placements are taken very seriously. Hours are spent trying to ensure classes are balanced and as 
many needs as possible are addressed. All Parent requests that were made for acadmic reasons, in writing, in 
June are considered. The class lists for this school year are first created in June. This week, these lists will be 
reviewed and adjusted as needed due to the movement of families into or out of the school community during 
the summer months.  In forming our classes, the staff looked carefully at:  
•         Social compatibility 
•         Small groups that need to be kept together for instructional purposes 
•         Leadership style of individual students 
•         Degree of independence in student work habits 
•         Integration of special needs students 
•         Separating students who do not work well together 
•         Adhering to class size limits 
 
Each placement decision is made in the best interest of all children. Once the placements are made, we will 
not, except in an absolute necessity move a child. Not being in a class without a best friend or not wanting 
to be in a split class are not solid educational reasons for a child to be moved. For parents the first few 
days of school may seem frustrating, but for the kids and teachers it provides an opportunity to reconnect with 
friends and routines in a room they know and find comfortable. Review and assessments, are important 
activities which are done during this time. We thank each and every one of you for your patience and 
understanding. We never want to place kids in new classes and then a day or two later have to redo 
classes and move kids again.  
 
TRAFFIC SAFETY A BACK TO SCHOOL PRIORITY 
As children return to school, it is crucial that we remind them how to be safe pedestrians and ourselves how to 
be responsible drivers.  Please remember that all school zones are back in effect and that it is important to 
slow down.   
 
Our school parking lot remains a real area of concern. The staff & daycare parking lots, as well as the fire 
lane that runs along the gym and school entrance are closed to parents. This is due to student safety. 
Many students walk through this area, and extra traffic places them at risk. 
 
Student drop-off and pick-up occurs in the parking lot by the tennis courts. When you drop off your children 
they should exit from the passenger’s side, not the driver’s side of the vehicle. If you need to come into the 
school, please park in this same parking lot. Parking in the, “drive through” zone may be convenient for you, 
BUT it does put children and other parents in danger. This includes at the entrance way and exit of the 
drive through. We also ask that unless you have a proper handicap sign displayed in your front windshield 
that you do NOT park in the handicap spots. As you cross the parking lot, we ask you to teach your children to 
use the marked crosswalks. Children copy what the adults around them do. Please model safe behaviour for 
your children and drive safely. 
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SCHOOL CASH ONLINE 
This year we are encouraging our families to take advantage of our online payment system. This can be very 
helpful to families as it eliminates incidents of money being lost before it is handed in to the office, and provides 
a digital record of all payments. 
 
Payment for agendas, field trips, etc will all be made available to process online. It only takes a few minutes to 
set-up/create an account and add your child or children. Once this is completed, you will see available 
activities or fees that can be processed online. Email reminders will be sent home when new items become 
available.   
 
You will require the following three pieces of information to attach your child to your account: Student 
Number, child’s legal last name and child’s date of birth.  Many children will already know their student 
number as it is the same one they use to log into the computers.  If your child is new to our school or is unsure 
of their number, their teacher will be able to provide this number to them. 
 
CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES – We Need Your Help 
There are many activities we hope to offer our students….Cross Country and Volleyball are the focus in the fall 
while Basketball is in the winter.  To make these programs work, we need your help…. This could be a parent 
or secondary student volunteer.  Cross Country has a very short season. The students will practice at the 
school and then join other Langley schools at Aldergrove Lake for meets.  Cross Country is open to all 
students in Grade 4-7.  We would also like to offer Volleyball to students in grades 6 & 7.  In order to offer 
Volleyball and Basketball we need volunteer coaches for the boys’ grade 6 team, girls’ grade 6 team, boys’ 
grade 7 team and girls’ grade 7 team.  If you can help out with any of these activities, please let Mr. Ribeyre 
know. 
 
 
IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS FOR THE YEAR 
 *Attached to this email, please find the following important documents: 
 -Bell Schedule 
 -Langley School District Code of Conduct 
 -Langley School District Dress Guidelines 
 -Langley School District “Fair Notice” 
 -Kindergarten Gradual Entry Schedule 
 
STUDENT ATTENDANCE 
As the new school year is just starting this is the opportune time to get into the routine of being well prepared 
and on time for school.  We have a number of students who, routinely, arrive late for school.  Although you 
may think that being a couple of minutes late is “no big deal”, it really is disruptive to the class and puts your 
youngster in an uncomfortable situation. Teachers have taken attendance and the morning instructions have 
been given and now have to be repeated for the late arrival.  As parents, we need to instill in our children the 
importance of being on time, every day! Treat school as you would any work place….no employer would put up 
with staff who constantly show up late for work.  School starts at 8:51 a.m.  The students are to be in their 
seats, ready to work by 8:56 a.m.  If your child is going to be absent from school on a particular day, please 
call or email the office before 8:30 in the morning. If you know your child will be away in advance, please notify 
the office. 
 
LABEL YOUR CHILD’S BELONGINGS 
During the course of the year, we empty our Lost and Found Box of clothes that have been found on the 
playground, left in classrooms, the gym change room etc. and send them to charity.  Even though the students 
are given the opportunity to look through the found items, many are never reclaimed.  Please write your child’s 
name on all clothing, shoes, boots, coats, lunch bags, books, etc.  We would rather return them to the rightful 
owner than have them sit in the Lost and Found box. 

 
PAC NEWS 
IMPORTANT!! There are vacancies on the PAC executive this year, including the position of PAC president. 
We need you involved! Meeting times will be sent out as they become available, please come out to support 
your child’s learning. 
 
 
I look forward to seeing you all next week and I hope you have had a wonderful summer!  
 
 
James Ribeyre 
Principal 
 
 


