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Newsletter # 03                 September 30, 2018  
 
DATES TO REMEMBER    
Monday, October 1st  PAC Meeting – 6:30pm 
Tuesday, October 2nd  Cross Country Meet – 3:30pm  
Thursday, October 4th  Turkey Trot – 1:30pm 
Friday, October 5th  
 
Tuesday, October 9th  
Thursday, October 11th 

Thursday, October 18th 
 

Non-Instructional Day – No School 
Grade 6/7 Babysitting Course 
Grupo America Performance – 10:45am 
Cross Country Championship – 3:30pm 
Great Shake Out Earthquake Drill 
 

 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK   
"Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire." – William Butler Yeats 
 
 
WHAT A SEPTEMBER! 
What a great September we had at Noel Booth! This past week we recognized Orange Shirt Day with 
an assembly designed by students from our Aboriginal Program. It was wonderful to see students 
wearing orange shirts in support of the message: “Every Child Matters”. A big shout-out to Kruz, 
Madison, & Tia for their work on this. 
 
It was also terrific to see the support the community put into the PAC Entertainment Book fundraiser. 
Friday was the deadline to get to our goal of 250 books sold, and if we hit that mark I would have to 
kiss a pig! I was feeling confident that I wouldn’t be kissing any animals on Thursday as we still 
needed to receive over 100 orders to meet our goal. On Friday Ms. Dubois gave me the 
exciting/scary news that we had sold 253 books! It looks like I will be kissing a pig after all, yuck! 
 
 
NEW SCHOOL VISION STATEMENT & FOCUS 
Friday, September 21st was our school improvement afternoon. Staff spent that time re-crafting our 
school vision statement and planning our school focus for the year. The visioning process is very 
important because we will use it to guide our decision making from a staff perspective. All staff were 
passionately engaged in this process, and we created a statement that reflects the values of our 
school community: 
 

École élémentaire Noel Booth Elementary School 
A Caring, Inclusive & Respectful Community That Empowers Everyone To  

Discover & Develop Their Own Potential 
 

Our school focus this year will be on self regulation & social/emotional learning. Research shows that 
social/emotional learning, mindfulness, and self regulation strategies are invaluable to the 
development of all learners. If a child is able to self-identify when they are dysregulated, they can 
then begin to work on strategies to regulate their own emotions.  
 
Attached to this email is a package with articles, resources, and activities to support families at home 
with social/emotional learning & self regulation. 
 

École élémentaire   
Noel Booth 

 

Elementary School 
20202 35 Ave. Langley, B.C. V2Z 1A2 
Phone:  604-530-9747   
Fax:      604-530-6481 
 
Principal: Mr. James Ribeyre 
 

Secretary: Mrs. Bea Litjens 
E-mail:  jribeyre@sd35.bc.ca A Caring, Inclusive & Respectful Community That 

Empowers Everyone To Discover & Develop Their Own 
Potential 

School Web Site:  
www.noelbooth.sd35.bc.ca 
District Web Site:   www.sd35.bc.ca 
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CHOICE PROGRAM APPLICATION PERIOD: GRADE 6 FRENCH IMMERSION 
Late French Immersion is considered a “Choice Program” and requires an online application. If you 
think this program would be a good fit for your child, the application process will be open from 12:00 
pm (noon) on Monday, October 1st to 12:00 pm (noon) on Monday October 15th. Registration will be 
closed after this time. However, your child can still be added to a wait-list in the school office. 
 
To apply, please visit: https://www.sd35.bc.ca/programs-initiatives/programs-of-choice/ 
If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Ribeyre via the school office 
 
 
FSA 
The Foundational Skills Assessment (FSA)  administration window opens on October 15th. The FSA 
assesses grade 4 & 7 students on their skills in literacy and numeracy. There are both online and 
paper sections. The assessment provides important information about children’s learning, and helps 
us to make decisions around support. In some cases, children may be exempted from the FSA. 
 
There are Ministry guidelines that outline exemptions: 

• Only a principal can exempt a student from the FSA 
- Students that are excused usually have a disability that results in an inability to 

participate even with adaptations.  
• Parents may write a detailed letter to their child’s principal requesting an exemption 

- Reasons for this request include a family emergency, a lengthy illness or other 
extenuating circumstances.  

- Form letters are not sufficient and will not be accepted.  
 
If you have questions or concerns, please contact Mr. Ribeyre via email or the school office 
 
 
RED CROSS BABYSITTING COURSE GRADE 6 & 7 STUDENTS 
Friday, October 5th is a Non-Instructional day, and there is no school. There is a Red Cross 
Babysitting Course taking place in our gym for students in grades 6 & 7. Attached to this email is a 
registration form. The organizers will still accept registrations right up to the day of the course. 
 
 
TURKEY TROT 
This Thursday, October 4th at 1:30 pm we will be holding our annual Turkey Trot. Our grade 7 
leadership students have been working hard planning this event. This is a fun running event meant to 
celebrate Thanksgiving weekend and build community while getting some exercise. We need parent 
volunteers on the running course! If you are available to volunteer starting at 1:00 pm on this day, 
please contact Mr. Ribeyre. 
 
 
PAC MEETING MONDAY OCTOBER 1ST 6:30 PM 
Our PAC will be meeting in the Reading Recovery Room at 6:30pm on Monday night. Please come 
out and support our PAC, this is a great way to support your child’s learning. 
 
 
FRIDGE FOR FRUIT AND VEGGIE & MILK PROGRAMS 
Thanks to a grant and the efforts of Mrs. Post, our school offers a Fruit & Veggie program as well as a 
milk program. These items are delivered to the school and distributed to classrooms. Forms have 
gone out asking you to indicate if you do not want your child to participate. 
 
In order to keep these items fresh we require a fridge. The current fridge is very old and may not 
function for much longer. If you have a clean, properly functioning, and reasonably new fridge 
available, please contact the school office. 
 
 
STAFF NEWS 
We are very excited to welcome Ms. Arthur as our new Youth Care Worker. This position was 
previously held by Ms. Heidi. Ms. Arthur brings a wealth of experience working with children and will 
be a great help in supporting our self regulation focus. 
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LANGLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 
 
New Willoughby Middle School Name 

*Please see attached flyer 
 
 
Ongoing Reminders 
 
 
TRAFFIC SAFETY A BACK TO SCHOOL PRIORITY 
As children return to school, it is crucial that we remind them how to be safe pedestrians and 
ourselves how to be responsible drivers.  Please remember that all school zones are back in effect 
and that it is important to slow down.   
 
Our school parking lot remains a real area of concern. The staff & daycare parking lots, as well as 
the fire lane that runs along the gym and school entrance are closed to parents. This is due to 
student safety. Many students walk through this area, and extra traffic places them at risk. 
 
Student drop-off and pick-up occurs in the parking lot by the tennis courts. When you drop off your 
children they should exit from the passenger’s side, not the driver’s side of the vehicle. If you need to 
come into the school, please park in this same parking lot. Parking in the, “drive through” zone may 
be convenient for you, BUT it does put children and other parents in danger. This includes at the 
entrance way and exit of the drive through. We also ask that unless you have a proper handicap 
sign displayed in your front windshield that you do NOT park in the handicap spots. As you cross the 
parking lot, we ask you to teach your children to use the marked crosswalks. Children copy what the 
adults around them do. Please model safe behaviour for your children and drive safely. 
 
COMMUNICATION HOME TO YOU 
In an effort to cut down on paper use, we will be using the School website and emails to communicate 
important information to you whenever possible. There will be a bi-weekly newsletter that will be 
emailed out and posted on the website. There will be a limited number of paper copies of the 
newsletter available in the office. There will be times when some information will need to be sent 
home with your children. We will give you a heads up about that via email so you know to go “looking” 
for the information. We hope this format will help everyone. Classrooms also send home notices and 
information related to special activities.   
 
We welcome your calls, emails, suggestions, and comments. Another valuable way we have to 
communicate with you is through our school sign. The PAC keeps you up to date with the special 
events happening in the school. When you are driving or walking by, check out the sign. 
 
 
SCHOOL CASH ONLINE 
This year we are encouraging our families to take advantage of our online payment system. This can 
be very helpful to families as it eliminates incidents of money being lost before it is handed in to the 
office, and provides a digital record of all payments. 
 
Payment for agendas, field trips, etc will all be made available to process online. It only takes a few 
minutes to set-up/create an account and add your child or children. Once this is completed, you will 
see available activities or fees that can be processed online. Email reminders will be sent home when 
new items become available.   
 
You will require the following three pieces of information to attach your child to your account: Student 
Number, child’s legal last name and child’s date of birth.  Many children will already know their 
student number as it is the same one they use to log into the computers.  If your child is new to our 
school or is unsure of their number, their teacher will be able to provide this number to them. 
 
CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES – We Need Your Help 
There are many activities we hope to offer our students….Cross Country and Volleyball are the focus 
in the fall while Basketball is in the winter.  To make these programs work, we need your help…. This 
could be a parent or secondary student volunteer.  Cross Country has a very short season. The 
students will practice at the school and then join other Langley schools at Aldergrove Lake for meets.  
Cross Country is open to all students in Grade 4-7.  We would also like to offer Volleyball to students 
in grades 6 & 7.  In order to offer Volleyball and Basketball we need volunteer coaches for the boys’ 
grade 6 team, girls’ grade 6 team, boys’ grade 7 team and girls’ grade 7 team.  If you can help out 
with any of these activities, please let Mr. Ribeyre know. 
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE 
As the new school year is just starting this is the opportune time to get into the routine of being well 
prepared and on time for school.  We have a number of students who, routinely, arrive late for school.  
Although you may think that being a couple of minutes late is “no big deal”, it really is disruptive to the 
class and puts your youngster in an uncomfortable situation. Teachers have taken attendance and 
the morning instructions have been given and now have to be repeated for the late arrival.  As 
parents, we need to instill in our children the importance of being on time, every day! Treat school as 
you would any work place….no employer would put up with staff who constantly show up late for 
work.  School starts at 8:51 a.m.  The students are to be in their seats, ready to work by 8:56 a.m.  If 
your child is going to be absent from school on a particular day, please call or email the office before 
8:30 in the morning. If you know your child will be away in advance, please notify the office. 
 
LABEL YOUR CHILD’S BELONGINGS 
During the course of the year, we empty our Lost and Found Box of clothes that have been found on 
the playground, left in classrooms, the gym change room etc. and send them to charity.  Even though 
the students are given the opportunity to look through the found items, many are never reclaimed.  
Please write your child’s name on all clothing, shoes, boots, coats, lunch bags, books, etc.  We would 
rather return them to the rightful owner than have them sit in the Lost and Found box. 

 
 
Thank you all, 
 
James Ribeyre, Principal 


