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Newsletter # 06                 November 14, 2018  
 
DATES TO REMEMBER    
Thursday, November 15th  Division 14 Trip to Firehall – 12:00pm 
Friday, November 16th  Division 13 Trip to Firehall – 12:00pm 
Tuesday, November 20th Collaboration Afternoon – Early Dismissal - 1:15pm 
Friday, November 23rd  
Monday, November 26th  
Wednesday, November 28th  
Friday, November 30th  
Thursday, December 6th 

Friday, December 14th  
 
 
Monday, December 17th  
Tuesday, December 18th  
 
Friday, December 21st  

PAC Hot Lunch  
Half Day Report Card Prep – Early Dismissal - 11:26am 
Division 10 Field Trip – 9:00am 
Division 8 & 9 Trip to Burnaby Village – 11:00 
Excel Martial Arts program in Gym 
Concert Lighting being Installed in Gym 
PAC Hot Lunch 
Report Cards Released on MyEdBC 
Concert Dress Rehearsal 
Christmas Concert: Afternoon & Evening Performances, Time 
TBD 
Last Day of School Before Holidays 
Christmas Movie afternoon in gym 
 

 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK   
“The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched - they must be felt 
with the heart.” – Helen Keller 
 
REMEMBERANCE DAY  
Mr. Heard organized a wonderful Rememberance Day Assembly for our school on November 8th. It 
involved terrific work from grade 7 MC’s and wonderful performances from various student groups. 
Thank you to all staff members and students who worked to make the event a huge success. It was 
also wonderful to see the large turnout we have had from the community for all of our events this 
year.  
 
Our school Liaison Officer, Constable Lisa Cormier, was also in attendance. Constable Cormier has 
been making an effort to come to the school and create strong connections with the students. She will 
often spend time on the playground with students, or come around to visit classrooms. This is a great 
support for our school.  
 
 
NUT AWARE SCHOOL 
We have several students who will have a severe anaphylactic reaction if exposed to nuts. In order to 
support them, we are a nut aware school. Please keep nuts and food containing nuts at home. This is 
especially important to remember during holidays, when we have baking and candy coming into the 
school. Your support with this is greatly appreciated. 
 
 
SPORTS UPDATE 
Our Volleyball season began last week, and will continue for the next three weeks. Games are being 
played at Belmont Elementary this year. Thank you to the coaches who are giving their time to 
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provide this opportunity: Ms. Wass, Mme. Usher, Ms. Anderson, & Ms. Wilson are all coaching this 
term.  
 
In new year we will be starting Basketball season for grade 6/7’s. Look for more information regarding 
this in January. 
 
On inside days Mr. Ribeyre is providing sports opportunities for younger grades in the school gym.  
 
Thanks to funding from the PAC, we have purchased a set of jerseys with the school logo on it. 
These will be arriving at the school soon. This is very important for school pride as we travel to other 
schools and communities to compete. Our current jerseys are over 10 years old. 
 
Elementary school sports are a great place for many kids to try something new and experience a 
great team atmosphere. Once high school starts these sports become very competitive, with kids 
trying out for spots on the team. Our emphasis in Elementary is on sportsmanship, caring, and 
community. 
 
 
COLLABORATION DAYS & SCHOOL FOCUS 
Next Tuesday is a school collaboration afternoon. On these days our staff takes time to work with one 
another to improve learning for students. One of the main focuses for this time is our emphasis on 
social-emotional learning and self regulation.  
 
You may notice posters in classrooms featuring characters from the movie “Inside-Out”. These 
posters represent different emotions that children may experience throughout the day. This gives 
children and adults a powerful shared language to recognize and describe what they are 
experiencing. Once a child can identify how or why they are feeling a certain way, we can then start 
to work on strategies or tools to that help them regulate their emotions.  
 
Research shows that one’s ability to regulate emotionally impacts success later in life. Furthermore, 
by improving a child’s ability to self-regulate we should see an increase in academic achievement. 
 
 
LOST & FOUND 
Please come and check our lost and found for your child’s belongings. On November 
23rd we will be donating any leftover items, as our lost and found is beginning to 
overflow. Thank you! 
 
 
REPORT CARDS  
The first term report card will be published end of day on Friday, December 14. In preparation for this, 
please take a few moments to check that you are able to access the portal for your family. Attached are 
instructions to aid you in navigating the Family Portal and a reminder of how to view the report card for 
your child (ren). 
If you require a password reset, please email Mrs. Litjens @ blitjens@sd35.bc.ca during school hours, or 
access the following link any time/day for assistance with Family Portals: https://www.sd35.bc.ca/students-
parents/myedbc-family-portal-help/ 
 
 
NBE PAC & COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
PUB NIGHT FUNDRAISER 
Thank you to those community members who supported the PAC through the PUB night this past Saturday! 
 
BCFA 
Message from  Marion Crossen of the Brookswood Fernridge Community Assosciation: 
 
The attached notice is about the November 22 public meeting of the Brookwood Fernridge Community 
Association. The BFCA is a registered society, nonpolitical group interested in issues related to the 
Brookwood Fernridge Community.  
 
The website is: www.brookswoodfernridge.org 
 
 
ONGOING REMINDERS 
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LICE 
We have had our first couple of cases of lice in the past week. Early detection is the key to stopping 
lice. I have attached an information sheet “Lice 101” that gives tips on how to detect and eliminate 
lice. If a student in your child’s class has lice, a letter is sent home immediately to inform parents. If 
you do find lice on your child, please inform the school. We are careful to keep your family’s identity 
confidential.  
 
 
TRAFFIC SAFETY A BACK TO SCHOOL PRIORITY 
As children return to school, it is crucial that we remind them how to be safe pedestrians and 
ourselves how to be responsible drivers.  Please remember that all school zones are back in effect 
and that it is important to slow down.   
 
Our school parking lot remains a real area of concern. The staff & daycare parking lots, as well as 
the fire lane that runs along the gym and school entrance are closed to parents. This is due to 
student safety. Many students walk through this area, and extra traffic places them at risk. 
 
Student drop-off and pick-up occurs in the parking lot by the tennis courts. When you drop off your 
children they should exit from the passenger’s side, not the driver’s side of the vehicle. If you need to 
come into the school, please park in this same parking lot. Parking in the, “drive through” zone may 
be convenient for you, BUT it does put children and other parents in danger. This includes at the 
entrance way and exit of the drive through. We also ask that unless you have a proper handicap 
sign displayed in your front windshield that you do NOT park in the handicap spots. As you cross the 
parking lot, we ask you to teach your children to use the marked crosswalks. Children copy what the 
adults around them do. Please model safe behaviour for your children and drive safely. 
 
COMMUNICATION HOME TO YOU 
In an effort to cut down on paper use, we will be using the School website and emails to communicate 
important information to you whenever possible. There will be a bi-weekly newsletter that will be 
emailed out and posted on the website. There will be a limited number of paper copies of the 
newsletter available in the office. There will be times when some information will need to be sent 
home with your children. We will give you a heads up about that via email so you know to go “looking” 
for the information. We hope this format will help everyone. Classrooms also send home notices and 
information related to special activities.   
 
We welcome your calls, emails, suggestions, and comments. Another valuable way we have to 
communicate with you is through our school sign. The PAC keeps you up to date with the special 
events happening in the school. When you are driving or walking by, check out the sign. 
 
 
SCHOOL CASH ONLINE 
This year we are encouraging our families to take advantage of our online payment system. This can 
be very helpful to families as it eliminates incidents of money being lost before it is handed in to the 
office, and provides a digital record of all payments. 
 
Payment for agendas, field trips, etc will all be made available to process online. It only takes a few 
minutes to set-up/create an account and add your child or children. Once this is completed, you will 
see available activities or fees that can be processed online. Email reminders will be sent home when 
new items become available.   
 
You will require the following three pieces of information to attach your child to your account: Student 
Number, child’s legal last name and child’s date of birth.  Many children will already know their 
student number as it is the same one they use to log into the computers.  If your child is new to our 
school or is unsure of their number, their teacher will be able to provide this number to them. 
 
CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES – We Need Your Help 
There are many activities we hope to offer our students….Cross Country and Volleyball are the focus 
in the fall while Basketball is in the winter.  To make these programs work, we need your help…. This 
could be a parent or secondary student volunteer.  Cross Country has a very short season. The 
students will practice at the school and then join other Langley schools at Aldergrove Lake for meets.  
Cross Country is open to all students in Grade 4-7.  We would also like to offer Volleyball to students 
in grades 6 & 7.  In order to offer Volleyball and Basketball we need volunteer coaches for the boys’ 
grade 6 team, girls’ grade 6 team, boys’ grade 7 team and girls’ grade 7 team.  If you can help out 
with any of these activities, please let Mr. Ribeyre know. 
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE 
As the new school year is just starting this is the opportune time to get into the routine of being well 
prepared and on time for school.  We have a number of students who, routinely, arrive late for school.  
Although you may think that being a couple of minutes late is “no big deal”, it really is disruptive to the 
class and puts your youngster in an uncomfortable situation. Teachers have taken attendance and 
the morning instructions have been given and now have to be repeated for the late arrival.  As 
parents, we need to instill in our children the importance of being on time, every day! Treat school as 
you would any work place….no employer would put up with staff who constantly show up late for 
work.  School starts at 8:51 a.m.  The students are to be in their seats, ready to work by 8:56 a.m.  If 
your child is going to be absent from school on a particular day, please call or email the office before 
8:30 in the morning. If you know your child will be away in advance, please notify the office. 
 
LABEL YOUR CHILD’S BELONGINGS 
During the course of the year, we empty our Lost and Found Box of clothes that have been found on 
the playground, left in classrooms, the gym change room etc. and send them to charity.  Even though 
the students are given the opportunity to look through the found items, many are never reclaimed.  
Please write your child’s name on all clothing, shoes, boots, coats, lunch bags, books, etc.  We would 
rather return them to the rightful owner than have them sit in the Lost and Found box. 

 
 
Thank you all, 
 
James Ribeyre, Principal 


